PRESIDERT'S OPFICE, EXHIBIT

THE HOWE SCALE COMFPANY,
RYTLAND, VERMONT. 3 6

November 14, 1916.

Dr. John M. Thomas,
Middlebury, Vte
Ry Dear Friend:-

I felt there was something I wanted to speak
to you about when you were in Rutland yesterday, dbut I could not
just recall what it was. This morning it came to me when I saw
the large envelope of papers, letters, ete., ote. which I have
been sccumulating during the construction of the Chapel, and I was
wondering if you would think it advisable .to get some party who
was specially adapted to this sort of work and have him take this
accumulation which I have and perhaps develop & 1ittle booklet from
the same, giving the history, etec. of the above, I sometimes think
it would be desirable and then again, I hesitate for fear people
will look upon it @s a purely personsal matter and one in which the
publio in general would not have special intereat.

Trusting you arrived home safely and feeoling
that you will rejoice that you started before this horrid storm
overtook you, I am, with kindest regards to Mrs. Thomas,

Yours most respectfully,

Middlebury-000178
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November 15, 1916.

Hon. John A, MHead,
Rutland, Vermont,

iy dear Covernor ' ead;

I am very greatly vpleased with the suggcese-
tion contained in your letter of Kovember 14th,
It strikes me ~s & most havpy thouzht from eeveral
points of view. It would be very interesting and
helm™il to preserve the record of the building of the
ohavel for future cepnerations. 3Such a book ould be
hichly prized by many Vernoniers as well =8 the slumnd
of tho c-llege. 1t would serwe. to increase knowledge
af the charel nnd the resard with which 1t 1s held.
I know {hat you have many friends vho would be de-
1izhted to havae tha story of tha chrmnal as it mipht
te compil~d from the paners which you have nraaccoved,
Tt i3 not ~t nll imvmossible uh t £t uiAht be su-gestive
to others in ths way of other needed benefactions,

Parhans I ouzht to tell you that 1 have been
nranarin~s 2 little survrise for sou and lirs. i.ead..
My seoretary has compil>d a very neat manuscript in-
cluding the add -easas =t the dediocation, rour letter of
ziff, and ths warious prograss, and we are just about
t3 mrnd this to tue tinder. ‘ie are havin;s ona duplicate
for nragervation in the livrary. I ihink you will ene
joy this 1ittle voluwne when it ia gomnleted, bht a
nrinted toaoklat, inelnding andditional matter, woild be
mieh 70re uaefal. “hat I hnd in mind was schi- *ly lo
attemnt to shio7 you sometninz ot' ny ~pprocirlioa of the
chanel, y

1 av gure vou naed haive no hesitation 1n
allowinsz guch a zompilation on the grounis t¢ whitch
you rafar, I know- you 'rould find that there would be
very g~oneral interest in it.

1f you think Professor i'richt conli coupile
the manuscrint, we would of zourse bn dalirhted to under-
gake 1t. Dourtless our friend Tultle w70 :1d be pleased
to see thnt it is given proper form. Once more let me
exnrnes my gr-at pleasure in your suggestlion and my
ho—e that youn i1l earry it out.

lirs. Thomas and I reached home  .ite comfort-
atly and - both wiah L~ think you for your part in the
gonaronue hosnitality of Rutland. |

Taithfully yours,

Middlebury-000179
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PRESIDENT'S OFFICE,
THE HOWE SCALE COMPANY,
RUTLAND, VERMONT.

November 16, 1916.

Dre John M. Thomas,
Middlebury College,

Middlebury, Vt.

My Dear Friend:-

I have Just received your very kind letter of
the 15th inst., and have read the same with special interest and am
pleased that the suggestion I made kdn meets with your approval, I
confess that I was hoping that with something of this kind being
done, 1t might stimulate some of our friends to pattern after Mr.
Hepburn's example and give you an elegant dormatory for the girls or
possibly something else which you might more desire at this time.

I shall be delighted to see a copy of the man-
uscripg to which you refer and if I knew where it was to be printed,
I might have, perhaps, a few copies struck off for my personal use.
I almost feared you would think my writing you was a suggestion that
you might use the material I have acecumulated for the purpose which
I suggested and for this reason I hesitated about writing you. But
when you suggested Prof. Wright's agsisting you, possibly 1t would
not be so great a burden to yourself, as I feel strongly there is
no one who could undertske this with such assured success as would
vou and Prof. Wright. Should any new plates or suchlike be desired
to meke the same more pleasing, I trust you will advise me and I
will be more than willing to furnish the same. I do not know whether
Tuttle Co. could do this Job possibly as well as some others, and

yet they might. If we undertake it, I should hope we mkﬁﬁﬁkﬁft t 180
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Dr. Jo. M. T. #2,

very bests I have a few papers which I have acocumalated in a large
.envelope and if yeu desire, I shall be very willing to send you
the same any time you may suggest.

With very kindest remembrance te Mrs. Thomas and
family, also to Prof, Wright and family, believe me,

Yours sineerely,

Middlebury-000181
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Governor Zead, 2

Z

re will hnve plenty of time do-cdnsider
the gquestion of where the Look shall te arinted.’
I am izl24 you have in mind the quality of the work,
and there should certalaly be some i1llustrations,
fnckuding the interior ad well =s the exterior of
the chavnel.

_One cnn never tell in what manner such
a8 publicaticn wi1l influence others. It may put .
a sugeestion in same one's mind “hich will boar
fruit only after m-ny years. I have often thought '
that nmerhane ' should gzive more attention o L e
issuing of revports and tullet ins gatting forth the
needs and vnosgitilities of develupment of the col- -
leze. Ve have made such progiess Lhat I faar rone
heve the ii-a th:t we have atiained our gravih,
wmizh is of ocourse far from the case, Quyr acccocmno=
dations for girls are croaded to the limit and ve
gannoal regeive a larger nuscer unless we can nHrovide
for th-m, as we have mot found boarding in tas village
satisfactory. ‘e also n2ed a new arrangement of our
adwinistrative offices in the old dhspel, as they are
now sgatteres vervy incenveniently, =nd I {=ar his
menuld nccoessitate nnot'er reciiation building, »efer-
ably for History and Tolilicnl Science. 1 want we
should at least disciuss threse matters thorasugaly at
the tviuctee meeting in lew York Junuary GUh, 3ines
thare ia no telling —hat »nossible benefacter some
on~ ol the Lr stees may be atle Lo influence.

Apgain let ma thank you for your xind =nd
helntal -ucpestion and your Kind sewerntrances Lo nwy

family. “Vith cordizl regards tu ira. Vead and voure
self, I am

Taithfully yours,

b ~ Middlebury-000183



PRESIDENT'S OFFICE,
THE HOWE SCALE COMPANY,
RUTLAND, VERMONT,.

Rutland, Vt., Nov. 18, 1916.
Dr. John M. Thomas,
President, Middlebury College,
Middlebury, Vt.
My Dear FPriend:-

This A. M. 1 received your long letter of the 17th and have reed
i1t for the second time with speciel interest, and have Just spent half
an hour or so gathering & mass of material pertaining to the chapel,
which has been accumulated during the last two years or more and which
possibly you may find, some of it at least, of use in the compiling of
‘%he 1{tt;9Mbookfto which you refer. I have not been over the same
at all‘carefully. 8o without question you will find quite a few dupli-
cates and & large mass of material which you cannot use in any way.

I would simply suggest that you and Professor Wright use your own good
Judgment in every instanoce. I have sent you many letters, alippings
from different papers, etsc., etc., 8ll in a mass without any arrange-

ment as to dates or in any otherwise has it been arranged to be oon-

venient for you.

You state that you think during %he Christmas vacationﬂyou might
have time toLwhip this all into shape{¢ I surely hope you will not
burden yourself with this matter, as there is no very great haste. I
should much prefer to have you take plenty of time and thus have the
same entirely to your satisfesction when it is complete. I have sald
nothing to Mrs. Mead yet about the 1ittle book to which you refer,
which is to be in the form of a manuseript - still I lkmow that she will
be greatly pleased with the same.

As to illustrations, I hope you will Jjust arrange for as meny &s

-7 Middlebury-000184



(J. M. T. #2)

you think will add in any way to the interest of this subject. To be
frank with you, I have special hopes that it may be productive of great
good to our college, as I do feel that others can be made speclally
interested in our Alma Mater, and that the full history and description
of the chapel should induce others to lend a helping hand. We will
have it published in the very best shape possible and I should be more
than willing to distribute it very thoroughly among those, at least,
whom I could expect would be interested. Ag you state, the chances
for a dormitory for the girls I think would be very much increased
with some such little edvertisement as we could give to the college
along these lines.

You refer to the other buildings which no doubt you should have
and I am sure they will come in due time.

Referring to the meeting in New York on Jan. 26th; 1f you counld
advise me of your plans so that we could all work in harmony, I am sure
much better results might be obtained. If a large board like that of
your trustees gathers without any special previous information as to
what the necessities are, it does not appeal to me that they can do
nearly as good work, I shall endeavor to be present and trust that I
may see you previous to that meeting and to learn what your wishea are
and to be enabled to be of some assistance.

Kindly remember me to Mra. Thomas and your family, also to Pro-
fessor Wright and family, and President Brainerd and family, belleve
me,

Yours most sincerely,

e S
PP ST S

)
I‘b{ ',l

Vi

’ﬁj S. | I will endeévor to send thle materisl either by express or
parcel post and get it to you bylbnday or Tuesday of nex¥lidkbekyry-000185



N-vember 24, 1916,

Hon. John A Head,
Rutland, Vermont.

My dear Goveror Mead;

Il wng v rv gd2 to receive your letter of
November 18th and the miteri- 1 conecrning the chapel
I have looked this over only very hurriedly but I can
see that we shall be able to produce a very "rorthy
book and omes that will b~» interesting to ail the
frionde of the oollege and I think also very usef.l,
Professor ¥ . ight is still busy with the catalogue,
but ] am sure ip duc time we snall toth enjoy getting
at the vreparation of the manuscript.

¥e have invited the . villace churches to
hold their usual union Thanksgiving se.vice in the
chanel Thanksgiving morning at ten ofclock. They
gcem~d very glad to come. The s2rmon wvill be nreached
by the Congregati nal pastor, ¥r Re-ell. Of aourse
many of our students will bte home and som> will not
attend the service, but I think we shall have a fair
nunber. Now we would 1like td very much if you and
Tre Wead and trhe others d m o l1ittle John could
run up Thanksgiving Pa y and nttend the service and
stor on for vour Thanksgiving dinner at *epburn ¥Fall.
It vould zive us 2.1 2 great de-1 of pleas e, vot
the lecast the student .

1 want to thank you for your siggestion as
to previous inform-tion and cou=oporation hefore Lne
trustee meeting I have often thought T should send
o!tt qome form o” a .»port or statement calling attentim
to the questisns to -t~ nresenied =t '‘he meeting, but
your suggestion has enforged the idea which 1 think
I should ¢ rtainly ocarry out.

=~ T 1thfully youra,

Middlebury-000186



PRESIDEIENT'S OFLPLONE,
THE HOWE SCALE COMPANY,
RUTLAND, VERMONT,

Rutland, Vt., Dec. b, 1916.
Doctor John M. Thomes,
C/o Middlepbury College,
Middlebury, Vt.
My Dear Friend:-

I received a copy ot the pooklet pertaining to the Mead Memorisl
Chapel and have reviewed the same with the greatest of pleasure, and
wish to thank you for your kindness in this matter. It is something
that both Mrs. Mead and I shsall prize very highly, as in fact this
chapel will pe one of the milestones on the way of life, whioch will
mark an important period in our short history. As I understand, this
is a copy tor us to keep.

Thanking you again for your very kind thought in this matter
and with very pbpest wishes to Mrs. Thomas and all mutual friends, I
remain, as ever,

Yours sincerely,

Middlebury-000187
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Degember 11, 1916,

rs. John A Mead, R
kutland, Vermont. ' '

My dear Mrs MNead}

I have :t last found the piclure you
vant and enelose 2 »rint. I understand that you
wou . d like to have the ilm for a little time.

I +i11 get this tomorro~w, if it does not g me in_
time to enclose in this letter., It seems to m-
that we ocught to usa several of these interesting
victures in the 11ttle bvock 'hion G :vernor .ead .
has in mind., They were takon by liss Charlotts
Narsh of our present Junior olass,

I very much d4sh you aould see the chapel
in actiu-1l use vy the students. Yesterdy we hnd
it orowded for a Christmas praise service, ‘'hich was y
very imnoresiive, One studeant said afterwnrds that 7 L
this vacatim he was going to attend ehuroh at home. -
I thought that the bast -ort of a t ibute to ths oo0d
influenca of the ohapel.

!

I was very sorry to hear thit you have not
been well rec-ntly nnd I hopne yo:r strength will
speedily come back to0o you.

t

Faithfully yours,

\ 3 | Middlebury-000193



PRERNIDENT'S OFFIUE,
THE HOWE SCALE COMPANY,
RUTLAND, VERMONT.

Rutland, Vt., Deoc. 13, 1lYlb.
Doetor Jonn M. Thomas,
C/o Middleoury College,
Middlebury, Vt.
My Desr Friend:-

In looking over the little vooklet on the chapel, I notice that
the picture of the same 18 the old sketch which wae made pefore the
change took place, which gave two extra small windowg*:; elther side
at the very east emd of the chapel. In the o0ld constructvion, you will
rememper there was but one yindow on eitnpr 8ide. This litvtle change,
to Mrs. Mead and myselt, néttefs\;ne géner;L appéarance oY the chapel
very much, and we were thinking that when the new wooklet came out,
that it you could use tne later picture, perhaps 1T would add very
maverially To the general cnaracter 0 The Same.

With kind regards, I am,

Yours very truly, /
L_ / Lo,

<"

‘ Lk Middlebury-000194



Distorical Note

In a letter dated May 11, 1914, Ex-Governor John Abner Mead
announced his desire to erect a chapel for the College in commemoration of
the fiftieth anniversary of his graduation. He said, ¢ I have in mind a dig-
nified and substantial structure in harmony with the other buildings of the
College, and expressive of the simplicity and strength of character for which
the inhabitants of this valley and the State of Vermont have always beeu

distinguished.”

The gift was gratefully accepted by the Trustees, and Governor Mead,
ex-President Brainerd, Hon. John E. Weeks, and President Thomas were
named as a building committee. Allen & Collens, of Boston, were selected as
architects.

At the Commencement of 1914 the ceremony of breaking ground took
place, Governor Mead being assisted by his grandson, John Abner Mead
Hinsman. An address was made by Rev. James I.. Barton, D. D.,’81, and
prayver was offered by Rev. Arthur H. Bradiord, pastor of the First Congre-

gational Church of Rutland.

A contract with Mr. Thomas W. Rogers, Brandon, for the erection of the
chapel was signed January 13, 1915. The plans for heating and ventilation
were furnished by the Richard D. Kimball Cc., Boston.

‘T'he chapel is 122' ¢" long and 63" wide. The top of the spire is 140
feet from the ground. 'The seating capacity is 674. The marble of the
exterior is from the Pittsford quarries of the Vermont Marble Co. The
pulpit, reading desk, and interior finish, all of birch, are from the factory of
‘The Derryfield Co., Manchester, N. H. The pews were made by E. H.
Stafford & Co., Chicago. The lighting fixtures were designed and manufac-
tured by Bigelow, Kennard & Co., Boston, and the electrical work was done
by W. C. Duncan, Middlebury. The heating and plumbing contract was
periormed by Allan Calhoun & Son, Middlebury. The foreman of the con-

struction has been Mr. Clayton E. Crane.

‘The organ was built and installed by the Estey Organ Co., Brattleboro.
The chime cf eleven bells, the gift of Governor Mead and Mrs. Mary Sher-

man Mead, is from the foundry of Mencely & Co., Watervliet, N. Y.

The total cost of the chapel and equipment is about $75,000.
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